
Frequently Asked Questions about The Ridge Camp 

What is the history of the property? 
The Ridge is owned by CBU Christian Fellowship, Inc. CBU had the vision for a youth camp in the early 90's but didn't 
own the property or have the funds available to acquire the property.  Instead, CBU identified approximately 1100 acres 
in the North Fork Valley near Black Mountain, and entered into an option contract to purchase the property.  During the 
option period, CBU's development entity (Laurel Branch Development, LLC) subdivided a large portion of the land and 
created the gated community of Laurel Ridge.  Approximately 193 lots were surveyed, and once 70 lots were pre-sold, a 
huge simultaneous closing took place.  At this time, Laurel Branch Development took ownership of the 1100 acres and 
sold off the 70 lots.  This is how the current owners acquired the property.  
 
The Ridge Camp has been used by youth groups and church groups.  At first, there were no buildings or electricity on the 
property, so tent platforms and a diesel-powered generator were used.  Most of those original tent platforms are still on 
site. 
 
Up until April 2017, the camp property consisted of 
approximately 83 acres. Then, Southern Appalachian Highlands 
Conservancy purchased approximately 60 acres for $6,000 per 
acre. At present, The Ridge Camp property is approximately 23.5 
acres and includes the buildings. 
 
How does the land lay? 
The 2 large tracts to the South and the North are also owned by 
Southern Appalachian Highlands Conservancy. Along with the 
upper 60 acres (to the west of the camp), SAHC borders The 

Ridge Camp on 3 sides.   To the East is Laurel Ridge (a gated 
residential community).   

 
The Ridge Camp is strictly 
mountainous terrain, with the 
flattest area being the area where 
the buildings are located.  The 
property is wooded, with no open 
fields.    
The elevation ranges from 3500 
to approximately 3900 feet.  The 
buildings are at approximately 
3800 feet.  There is no land 
suitable for sports fields or 
equestrian use.  If further 
development is needed, there  is 
some room for more cabins, but 
no large-scale development 
would be feasible.  

 
How many buildings are on the property? 
The Ridge features a gathering hall called the "Tabernacle," 12 cabins (with 8 beds each), 2 bath houses, a well pump 
shed, and a maintenance/storage shed.  The Ridge is a seasonal facility, so none of the buildings are insulated or heated.  
Also, the elevation provides cool air in the summer, and air conditioning is not needed. 
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This information is provided as a primer for buyers and buyer's agents interested in The Ridge Camp.  All information is 
deemed reliable but not guaranteed.  Buyers and their agents are advised to verify all data. 

Kitchen 

Is there a full-service kitchen? 
No.  The current kitchen is located in the Tabernacle building and 
is more of a prep or limited-service kitchen.  In the past, The 
Ridge Camp contracted with Aramark to provide meals.  Aramark 
also provides meals for Montreat College, which is only a few 
miles away.  At that time, Aramark would cook, deliver, and clean 
up after each meal.  This kept costs down and also took care of 
most of the camp's garbage.  If a full-service kitchen is necessary, 
a buyer is advised to meet with a contractor to discuss adding 
onto or renovating the Tabernacle building. 
 
 
How is the access to the property? 
Access to the camp is through the gated community of Laurel Ridge.  From I-40, the entrance gate to Laurel Ridge is 
approximately 4.5 miles.  Once inside the community, another 1.75 miles of paved roads leads to the back of the 
community, and another mile or so of gravel road takes you to the camp.  The paved roads are maintained by Laurel 
Ridge POA, and the gravel road is the responsibility of the camp owner.  The gravel road is in good condition, but winter 
access is not recommended.  If there is any precipitation on the grounds, there is a good chance the road will be icy.   
The gravel access road does not have guardrails or vehicle turnarounds.  This is one reason that The Ridge is suited for 
seasonal use only. 
 
What utilities are available at the property? 
Electricity has been run to The Ridge Camp.  The property is served by 2 septic systems and a private well.  There is no 
phone line or cable service at the property.  Cell phones do work (Verizon) at certain areas. 
 
What activities are available at the property?  
The current owners have used the camp property for rappelling, riflery, archery, hiking, and overnight tent camping.  
Other activities such as kayaking, canoeing, rock climbing, etc., can be enjoyed at nearby public areas. With the sale of 
60-acres to SAHC, there is now limited hiking and tent camping space. 
 
Is there a lake or water on the property? 
No. There is no lake or waterfront. CBU did obtain an estimate for a saline pool to be located in front of the Tabernacle 
main building, but it was never constructed.  
 
What other uses can the property be used for? 
The Ridge Camp is zoned "Open Use," the most permissive zoning designation in the county.  Due to the elevation and 
potential for ice and snow, The Ridge is a seasonal-use facility, and can be continually accessed when snow or ice is not a 
concern.  The current owners only used it for summer operations, but the highest and best use might be to stretch the 
season from mid-spring to late fall, weather permitting. 


